As recently as five months ago, I discovered a ‘new’ way to read lesbian fiction (lesfic) books. Sick of waiting and paying extra for postage and handling, someone told me about eBooks. Initially I balked at the idea of not having a physical book to read, but this was quickly placated when I realised I could store over 700 full length books on a 2GB SD Memory Card. This piqued my curiosity and I soon discovered that eBooks (electronic copies) could be read on a number of electronic devices. There are also hundreds of lesfic eBooks available on line for purchase from most lesfic publishing houses or for free on a number of Bard and unpublished author sites. It should be noted that the free books are not edited and do contain grammatical and plot errors.
Simplified, an eBook is any book, presented in electronic format. eBooks can be  downloaded for reading on any computer  or  laptop, PDA, Smart Phone or dedicated Electronic reading Device. eBooks are  read on the screen and can have numbered pages, table of contents, pictures and graphics, exactly like a printed book.

Anyone who can use the internet can use and enjoy eBooks; all you need to do is install an eReader programs onto your, find an eBooks and download it from the internet. It is very simple to find, purchase and download eBooks. 
So what are the benefits and advantages of eBooks? While many traditionalists may never convert to eBook over paper, here are a few points for you to think about.
1. Ebooks are delivered almost instantaneously. You can purchase, download and start reading them within minutes. You don't have to go to a bookstore to buy them, nor will you need to wait days, weeks and sometimes more for your book to arrive in the mail.

2. Ebooks are delivered through the Internet, therefore, there are no packing and shipping expenses.

3. No trees are required to manufacture paper for the pages of eBooks.

4. Ebooks take up less space. You can store hundreds and thousands of eBook on your computer. I have over 700 books stored on a 2GB SD card.
5. Ebooks are portable. You can carry a whole library of books with you, on CD, in a laptop, your PDA or phone, or any eBook reader, without worrying about their weight.

6. With today’s technology you can read eBooks anywhere, on the bus, train, airplane and while standing in line.

7. Ebooks are searchable. You can easily search for any information in an ebook, instead of turning page after page. You can make notes or highlight passages for later referral.
8. Fonts can be resized in ebooks, making them easier to read for people with poor eyesight or disabilities. It is also possible to convert eBooks to audio books with minimal fuss.
No matter what your budget, you can read and enjoy eBooks anywhere. eBooks can be read on many different types of devices. You can use the following electronic devices to read eBooks: 
· Computer or Laptop (PC, Mac or Linux),

· PDA or Smartphone (palm, windows mobile, symbian, blackberry), or

· Dedicated eBook Reader (Kindle, Sony 

While there is no standardised format for eBooks, I have found that MobiPocket software and mobi format files (.prc) are the most versatile and easiest to use. BSB and Bella, both sell mobi format eBooks for their latest release books. The Mobi Pocket program should be loaded to your computer from http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailsreader.asp        If reading from a device apart from your computer, you need to also load MobiPocket to your device.
If you don’t own a specific eReading device and wish to see what all the eBook talk is about, you can download a reading program (mobipocket) and book files (www.pdafiction.com ) and be reading an eBook on your computer within about 15minutes.
You will soon discover when reading an eBook on your computer that, while inexpensive, there are a number of disadvantages in using this device. Computers, even laptops, are not as portable as they may seem. To read an eBook in bed for example, using your laptop will soon wear thin as a viable option. The glare from most LCD monitors may also cause eye strain over a projected period of reading. 
Most eBooks can be printed direct from computer though, so you could always use this option for reading on-the-run. To me this defeats the purpose of saving paper, but on a budget this may be your best option.

I recently purchased an ASUS eeePC for less than $300 and I can easily read eBooks on this device using MobiPocket. I can increase the font and rotate the screen to read it like a ‘real’ book.

If you already have a PDA or smart phone, you can very easily download eReader software and read eBooks on these devices. The advantage of these devices is that most people nowadays have access to them already. Both PDA and Smartphone’s are extremely portable and can be taken anywhere. 
Apple iTouch iPod and iPhone can also be used as a portable eReading device. 
PDA’s have varying sized screens (dependent on the make and model). I own a PDA with a 3” screen and another with a 4” screen. I have no problems increasing the font size and reading eBooks on either sized screens. 

My smartphone is a slightly different experience though. For short periods of reading, or in an emergency (when I forget my PDA) it is fine, but with a 1 ½” screen, I would not like to read a full length book on it. 
I have also found that over extended periods of time, my eyes do become sore when reading the LCD screen on these devices (I’m talking about 12 hours straight here). One advantage of the LCD screen is that it can be read in the dark. So if you are worried about keeping your partner awake by having the light on while you read in bed, this is the perfect reading companion. 
If you already own a smartphone, PDA or iTouch, you can download the software and read free eBooks within about 20 minutes. This may be a good option in order to see whether this type of device suits you. If you don’t have a PDA of your own, borrow someone else’s for a quick look. 

If looking to buy a PDA, you do not need to get the latest and greatest. Often older models are cheaper and do just as good a job. The main things to look for are:

· Does it have one of the operating systems I mentioned before?

· Does it have expandable memory slot/s (SD, MMC, memory stick etc.)?

· Is it compatible with your computer (PC/MAC/Linux)?

The final option for reading eBooks is a dedicated eBook reader; such as the Kindle, Sony Reader, or  iLaid etc. These devices are relatively new to the market and use a really cool technology known as eInk. I won’t go into details just yet, but suffice to say; eInk is like reading paper. There is no eyestrain. This is offset with the reality that, like paper, you cannot read them in the dark.
This link compares the types of dedicated readers available: http://wiki.mobileread.com/wiki/E-book_Reader_Matrix
No matter what your experience with technological gadgets, you too can easily enjoy the portability and technology offered by eBooks. The eInk technology offered by dedicated eReading devices makes reading an electronic book the ultimate reading experience. Many will agree with me when I say it really is like reading from paper. The Kindle and the Sony Reader really are the ‘Rolls Royce’ of eBook fanatics. 
At the other end of the scale, the economical advantage of using a device you already own means it is a cheap option for many. For zero dollar output, you can read an eBook on your computer or laptop.  The portability of using a device you already carry, whether it is your phone or PDA, means you may never be far from a lesfic book again. You can enjoy them anywhere at any time.
Before I leave you with the impression that lesfic novels are the only books making a splash in the electronic book circuit, I must point out that all genres of fiction and non-fiction books are available using this technology.

